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of the worry Americans feel about a genuInely
life-threatening cancer in American society - violence In
the media.

September 14. 1995

Is there another issue you can name that has captured the
attention of so many citizens? Is there another crisis
short of war that could have driven so many groups to take a
stand? Scan this partial list of national organizations
that have publicly stated their support for a reduction in
violence and vulgarity on TV:

The American Medical Association
The American Medical Alliance
The American Academy of Pediatrics
The American Psychological Association
The American Psychiatric Association
The Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatrists
The American Nurses Association
The American Academy of Nursing
The National PTA
The National School Boards Association
The American Association for School Administrators
The National Sheriffs Association
The National Child Care Association
The National Association of Social Workers
The National Council of Churches
The National Assoc. for Family and Community Education
The American Family Association
The Foundation to Improve TV
Alliance Against Violence in Entertainment for Children
Canada's Association for Media Literacy
Pope John Pavl II

There is an infinitely longer list of outraged state and
local agencies.

If this were a false alarm - if there were serious doubt
that the media's violence and prurIence are nurturing a
frightenIngly violent society - then perhaps the FCC and the
media could delay action in good conscience. But study



after study. criminal investigation after crImInal
investIgation, and murder after senseless murder confIrms
for all of us that we are on a very dangerous path. Murders
and beatings are dally fare; and often the cause is a
violent reactIon to mundane problem.

Are media executives and shareholders willing to live in
suburbs like those in South Africa. surrounded by high walls
topped With concertina wire, in order to make the extra
dol lars that violent shows generate? Are they and we
wil ling to see our political and social systems fall,
because our citizenry bel ieves more in violent responses
than in our political and judicia] systems?

It is said that there is even honor among thieves. Surely
there Is enough honor in the media industry to form
agreements to promote the nation!s welfare and refrain from
encouraging basic violent instincts.

We are writing on oehalf of the Academy for FamIly TV and
the countless citizens who share our deep concern. We are a
civi lized, moderate community of legislators. professionals
In medicine and law. educators and businessmen. parents, and
proactive citizens. There is not a fanatIc among us. Yet
we are angry ... having to control the impulses that TV.
movies. and rap would encourage us to unleash.

It is past time to strengthen the Childrens/ Television Act.
It is past the time when defining a given percentage of the
television day as children's time is enough. TV is
profoundly affecting the thoughts and habits not only of
sma 1 1 children. but of adolescents. young adults. and mature
adults - all of whom show increasing hostility. bitterness.
lack of faith in the nation, and violence toward humanity.
Even those of us who abhor unnecessary intrusion by the
federal government have reached the end of our patience.

The FCC must obtain a commitment by the TV industry to
greatly reduce the violence. vulgarity. and prurience being
broadcast, and hold al I stations to it; or the FCC must
introduce legislation to force the issue.

The future of our
depends upon it.

~e:a:u~/d 0 V-u,,',_~
Randi Ho~a id amp
Academy for Family Television
2500 NE 65th Av
Vancouver, Way 98661

ed the future of our nation-
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By signing this letter of petition, I express my profound concern over the effects of
television violence, sex, and vulgarity. I ask the FCC to take a very strong stand in turning
back the tide of destructive influences that are flooding American homes and minds.
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By signing this letter of petition, I express my profound concern over the effects of
television violence, sex. and wlgarity. I ask the FCC to take a very strong stand in turning
back the tide of destructive influences that are flooding American homes and minds.
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By signing this letter of petition, I express my profound concern over the effects of
tWIision violence, sex, and vulgarity. I ask the FCC to take a very strong stand in turning
back the tide of destructive influences that are flooding American homes and minds.
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By signing this Jetter of petition, I express my profound concern over the effects of
~sion violence, sex., and vuJgarity. Iask the FCC to take a very strong stand in turning
back the tide of destrudive influences that are flooding American homes and minds.
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By.s.i9r1ing this letter of petition, I express my profound concem over tt)e effects of
teJ~visiO;, vioJence, sex, and vulgarity. I asK the FCC to take a very strong stand in turning
baCk the tide of destructive influences that are flooding American homes and minds.
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By signing thIs IettIr at pltitlon, I ..._ my profound cancem tMr -WED
tMvi8ion viofence. sec, and vulgarity. I_ the FCC to take a very strong atanellflliflig"
back the tid" of destructive intluencas that .. ffoodlng American homes and fItflll ,.
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By signIng fhf8 ,..,. of petition. I __ my profound ccncem~ the .ecta of'
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By signing this letter of petition, I express my profounQCJon~M 'over the effects of
television viofence, sex, and wlgaity. Iask the FCC~UlOLs~d in turning
back the f of destructive influences that are floodih~Aln6Hcahnomes and minds.
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By IignIng this tetter of pItIlton, I~ my probnf COI'K*T1 OWl' the Ift'IctI of
t1t1Wlian ViolellCe, ... 81d vuIgIrIy. ,_..FCC to tIke • Yety strong stand in turning
back the tide of cIestructive inftuences that .. fIoodiIlg Am«ican homes and minds.
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SACRAMENTO - El DORADO

MEDICAL SOCIETY ALLIANCE

11 October 1995

DocKErFILE CQOvO:l!J
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Mr. Roy Stewart
Mass Media Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Mr. Stewart:

, .
'. ..... '1"-. I,.

As the wife of a physician and a Registered Nurse, I am writing to express
concern about the increasing violence on television here in Sacramento and in
our nation as a whole.

I encourage you to support non-violent meaningful programming on
primetime television. I would like to see programs which present positive
messages--ways of solving disagreements and conflicts in a nonviolent way.
Please present healthy entertainment and real heros as role models for our
children.

Today, October 11 th, physicians and their spouses throughout the
country are working on ways to SAVE Today (Stop America's Violence
Everywhere). We are actively working to explore ways that our communities
can address specific problems including domestic abuse, media violence, and
street violence. You can provide powerful leadership in this regard in local
television programming here in Sacramento. '

Thank you for your attention to this most important issue.

s;f,;;-aq.
M.J. Kelly

5380 ELVAS AVENUE SACRAMENTO, CA 95819 916/731-4315
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SACRAMENTO - El DORADO

MEDICAL SOCIETY ALLIANCE

11 October 1995

Mr. Roy Stewart
Mass Media Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Mr. Stewart:

As the wife of a physician and a Registered Nurse, I am writing to express
concern about the increasing violence on television here in Sacramento and in
our nation as a whole.

I encourage you to support legislation which would stem this disease of
violence, which is now reaching epidemic proportions in our society. We ask
your support for requiring non-violent meaningful programming on primetime
television. Stations should sponsor programs which present positive
messages--ways of solving disagreements and conflicts in a nonviolent way.
Please present healthy entertainment and real heros as role models for our
children.

Please support President Clinton's efforts to discourage violence on
television and in the media. His leadership, and yours, can have a strong effect
on the kind of programs avaioable to our children and to us as a family.

Today, October 11th, physicians and their spouses throughout the
country are working on ways to SAVEToday (Stop America's Violence
Everywhere). We are actively working throughout our country to explore ways
that our communities can address specific problems including domestic abuse,
media violence, and street violence.

Thank you for your attention to this most important issue.

Sincerely,

~ ~DOCKETFILE COpy ORIG/llA'
M.d?Kelly I '''''
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Parent Teacher student Association
Saginaw High School
3100 Webber Street
Saginaw, MI 48601

October 9, 1995

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chair
The Federal Communications commission
1919 M Street, Northwest
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Mr. Hundt,

The Parent Teacher Student Association (PTSA) of Saginaw High
School in saginaw, Michigan is writing to advocate for
specifically defined educational and informational television
programming standards for our children and youth. In our local
community there are educational and informational programs such
as, "Sesame Street, Mr. Roger's Neighborhood, and Reading
Rainbow" that air daily and are geared toward morning children.
"Teen Talk" aired on Sunday mornings, is geared toward teenagers
discussing teen life issues. "Bill Nye the Science GUy" is aired
on saturday mornings and is fun for the whole family. Other good
shows include "Teen summit" shown on Black Entertainment
Television, and "Double Dare" shown on Nickelodeon. Shows that
should not be aired during the times children and youth watch TV
are "The Ricki Lake Show, Mighty Morphin Power Rangers, and The
Simpsons" (to name only a few) as these shows are high in the
number of violent acts that occur throughout each show and they
depict negative ways to cope with problems in families, with
peers, and in society.

We are in full agreement with the National Parent Teacher
Association that the Federal Communications Commission (FCC)
should:

• Set a standard of at least one hour per day of specifically
designed educational and information programming on all TV
stations;

• Redefine its definition of "educational and informational"
programming in order to close the regulatory loophole which
permit stations to cite programs such as "The Jetsons" and
the "Flintstones" on their license renewal applications;

• Count only standard length, regularly-scheduled educational
programs as meeting a station's core programming obligations
under the Act;

• Exclude programs aired before 6:00 a.m. or after 10:00 p.m.
from counting toward the core requirement of children's
programming.



The FCC needs to write specific guidelines in the areas of: 1)
the definition of educational and informational programming; 2)
what constitutes a "sufficient" amount of programming; and 3) how
parents receive information about quality programs. The
Children's Television Act (CTA) is not clear on these issues.

The CTA is constitutional! The Federal Communications
Act of 1933 says that the TV airwaves belong to the pUblic. The
CTA further defines "public" as including "children and youth."
The CTA does not attempt to ban programs. It merely requires the
industry to include children in their programming in exchange for
receiving a license.

We as parents recognize that we share the responsibility for what
our children watch on television, but we cannot do the job alone.
Voluntary means toward improving children's television have not
worked. The market has not responded to providing more and
better children's programming, and the parents need the active
help of the FCC to improve TV quality.

Sincerely,

K~
Parent Teacher Student Association Member
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Parent Teacher Student Association
saginaw High School
3100 Webber Street
Saginaw, MI 48601

October 9, 1995

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chair
The Federal Communications commission
1919 M Street, Northwest
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Mr. Hundt,

The Parent Teacher Student Association (PTSA) of Saginaw High
School in Saginaw, Michigan is writing to advocate for
specifically defined educational and informational television
programming standards for our children and youth. In our local
community there are educational and informational programs such
as, "Sesame Street, Mr. Roger's Neighborhood, and Reading
Rainbow" that air daily and are geared toward morning children.
"Teen Talk" aired on Sunday mornings, is geared toward teenagers
discussing teen life issues. "Bill Nye the Science GUy" is aired
on Saturday mornings and is fun for the whole family. Other good
shows include "Teen summit" shown on Black Entertainment
Television, and "Double Dare" shown on Nickelodeon. Shows that
should not be aired during the times children and youth watch TV
are "The Ricki Lake Show, Mighty Morphin Power Rangers, and The
Simpsons" (to name only a few) as these shows are high in the
number of violent acts that occur throughout each show and they
depict negative ways to cope with problems in families, with
peers, and in society.

We are in full agreement with the National Parent Teacher
Association that the Federal Communications commission (FCC)
should:

• Set a standard of at least one hour per day of specifically
designed educational and information programming on all TV
stations;

• Redefine its definition of "educational and informational"
programming in order to close the regulatory loophole which
permit stations to cite programs such as "The Jetsons" and
the "Flintstones" on their license renewal applications;

• Count only standard length, regularly-scheduled educational
programs as meeting a station's core programming obligations
under the Act;

• Exclude programs aired before 6:00 a.m. or after 10:00 p.m.
from counting toward the core requirement of children's
programming.



The FCC needs to write specific guidelines in the areas of: 1)
the definition of educational and informational proqramminq; 2)
what constitutes a "sufficient" amount of proqramminq; and 3) how
parents receive information about quality proqrams. The
Children's Television Act (CTA) is not clear on these issues.

The CTA is constitutional! The Federal Communications
Act of 1933 says that the TV airwaves belonq to the pUblic. The
CTA further defines "public" as includinq "children and youth."
The CTA does not attempt to ban proqrams. It merely requires the
industry to include children in their proqramminq in exchanqe for
receivinq a license.

We as parents recoqnize that we share the responsibility for what
our children watch on television, but we cannot do the job alone.
Voluntary means toward improvinq children's television have not
worked. The market has not responded to providinq more and
better children's proqramminq, and the parents need the active
help of the FCC to improve TV quality.

Sincerely,

Ai&ru-. {lA(u-
Parent Teacher Student Association Member
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Parent Teacher Student Association
Saginaw High School
3100 Webber Street
Saginaw, MI 48601

October 9, 1995

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chair
The Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, Northwest
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Hr. Hundt,

The Parent Teacher Student Association (PTSA) of Saginaw High
School in saginaw, Michigan is writing to advocate for
specifically defined educational and informational television
programming standards for our children and youth. In our local
community there are educational and informational programs such
as, "Sesame Street, Hr. Roger's Neighborhood, and Reading
Rainbow" that air daily and are geared toward morning children.
"Teen Talk" aired on Sunday mornings, is geared toward teenagers
discussing teen life issues. "Bill Nye the Science GUy" is aired
on saturday mornings and is fun for the whole family. Other good
shows include "Teen Summit" shown on Black Entertainment
Television, and "Double Dare" shown on Nickelodeon. Shows that
should not be aired during the times children and youth watch TV
are "The Ricki Lake Show, Mighty Morphin Power Rangers, and The
simpsons" (to name only a few) as these shows are high in the
number of violent acts that occur throughout each show and they
depict negative ways to cope with problems in families, with
peers, and in society.

We are in full agreement with the National Parent Teacher
Association that the Federal Communications commission (FCC)
should:

• Set a standard of at least one hour per day of specifically
designed educational and information programming on all TV
stations;

• Redefine its definition of "educational and informational"
programming in order to close the regulatory loophole which
permit stations to cite programs such as "The Jetsons" and
the "Flintstones" on their license renewal applications;

• Count only standard length, regularly-scheduled educational
programs as meeting a station's core programming obligations
under the Act;

• Exclude programs aired before 6:00 a.m. or after 10:00 p.m.
from counting toward the core requirement of children's
programming.



The FCC needs to write specific guidelines in the areas of: 1)
the definition of educational and informational programming; 2)
what constitutes a "sufficient" amount of programming; and 3) how
parents receive information about quality programs. The
Children's Television Act (CTA) is not clear on these issues.

The CTA is constitutional! The Federal Communications
Act of 1933 says that the TV airwaves belong to the pUblic. The
CTA further defines "public" as including "children and youth."
The CTA does not attempt to ban programs. It merely requires the
industry to include children in their programming in exchange for
receiving a license.

We as parents recognize that we share the responsibility for what
our children watch on television, but we cannot do the job alone.
Voluntary means toward improving children's television have not
worked. The market has not responded to providing more and
better children's programming, and the parents need the active
help of the FCC to improve TV quality.

Parent Teacher Student Association Member
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Parent Teacher Student Association
saginaw High School
3100 Webber Street
Saginaw, MI 48601

October 9, 1995

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chair
The Federal communications commission
1919 M Street, Northwest
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Mr. Hundt,

The Parent Teacher Student Association (PTSA) of Saginaw High
School in Saginaw, Michigan is writing to advocate for
specifically defined educational and informational television
programming standards for our children and youth. In our local
community there are educational and informational programs such
as, "Sesame Street, Mr. Roger's Neighborhood, and Reading
Rainbow" that air daily and are geared toward morning children.
"Teen Talk" aired on sunday mornings, is geared toward teenagers
discussing teen life issues. "Bill Nye the Science GUy" is aired
on Saturday mornings and is fun for the whole family. Other good
shows include "Teen summit" shown on Black Entertainment
Television, and "Double Dare" shown on Nickelodeon. Shows that
should not be aired during the times children and youth watch TV
are "The Ricki Lake Show, Mighty Morphin Power Rangers, and The
Simpsons" (to name only a few) as these shows are high in the
number of violent acts that occur throughout each show and they
depict negative ways to cope with problems in families, with
peers, and in society.

We are in full agreement with the National Parent Teacher
Association that the Federal Communications Commission (FCC)
should:

• Set a standard of at least one hour per day of specifically
designed educational and information programming on all TV
stations;

• Redefine its definition of "educational and informational"
programming in order to close the regulatory loophole which
permit stations to cite programs such as "The Jetsons" and
the "Flintstones" on their license renewal applications;

• Count only standard length, regularly-scheduled educational
programs as meeting a station's core programming obligations
under the Act;

• Exclude programs aired before 6:00 a.m. or after 10:00 p.m.
from counting toward the core requirement of children's
programming.



The FCC needs to write specific guidelines in the areas of: 1)
the definition of educational and informational programming; 2)
what constitutes a "sufficient" amount of programming; and 3) how
parents receive information about quality programs. The
Children's Television Act (CTA) is not clear on these issues.

The CTA is constitutional! The Federal Communications
Act of 1933 says that the TV airwaves belong to the pUblic. The
CTA further defines "public" as including "children and youth."
The CTA does not attempt to ban programs. It merely requires the
industry to include children in their programming in exchange for
receiving a license.

We as parents recognize that we share the responsibility for what
our children watch on television, but we cannot do the job alone.
Voluntary means toward improving children's television have not
worked. The market has not responded to providing more and
better children's programming, and the parents need the active
help of the FCC to improve TV quality.

s'ncerely, ~. J:n,o
/L--b<..A-~-

Parent Teacher Student Association Member
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Parent Teacher Student Association
Saginaw High School
3100 Webber Street
Saginaw, MI 48601

October 9, 1995

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chair
The Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, Northwest
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Mr. Hundt,
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The Parent Teacher Student Association (PTSA) of Saginaw High
School in Saginaw, Michigan is writing to advocate for
specifically defined educational and informational television
programming standards for our children and youth. In our local
community there are educational and informational programs such
as, "Sesame Street, Mr. Roger's Neighborhood, and Reading
Rainbow" that air daily and are geared toward morning children.
"Teen Talk" aired on Sunday mornings, is geared toward teenagers
discussing teen life issues. "Bill Nye the Science GUy" is aired
on Saturday mornings and is fun for the whole family. Other good
shows include "Teen summit" shown on Black Entertainment
Television, and "Double Dare" shown on Nickelodeon. Shows that
should not be aired during the times children and youth watch TV
are "The Ricki Lake Show, Mighty Morphin Power Rangers, and The
Simpsons" (to name only a few) as these shows are high in the
number of violent acts that occur throughout each show and they
depict negative ways to cope with problems in families, with
peers, and in society.

We are in full agreement with the National Parent Teacher
Association that the Federal Communications commission (FCC)
should:

• Set a standard of at least one hour per day of specifically
designed educational and information programming on all TV
stations;

• Redefine its definition of "educational and informational"
programming in order to close the regulatory loophole which
permit stations to cite programs such as "The Jetsons" and
the "Flintstones" on their license renewal applications;

• Count only standard length, regularly-scheduled educational
programs as meeting a station's core programming obligations
under the Act;

• Exclude programs aired before 6:00 a.m. or after 10:00 p.m.
from counting toward the core requirement of children's
programming.



The FCC needs to write specific guidelines in the areas of: 1)
the definition of educational and informational programming; 2)
what constitutes a "sufficient" amount of proqramming; and 3) how
parents receive information about quality programs. The
Children's Television Act (CTA) is not clear on these issues.

The CTA is constitutional! The Federal Communications
Act of 1933 says that the TV airwaves belong to the pUblic. The
CTA further defines "pUblic" as inclUding "children and youth."
The CTA does not attempt to ban programs. It merely requires the
industry to include children in their programming in exchange for
receiving a license.

We as parents recognize that we share the responsibility for what
our children watch on television, but we cannot do the job alone.
Voluntary means toward improving children's television have not
worked. The market has not responded to providing more and
better children's programming, and the parents need the active
help of the FCC to improve TV quality.

Sincerely,

/f~ ..g~d.k
Parent Teacher Student Association Member
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To:

From:

My FAX numNr.

NUmbwofp.,..:

FCC Commission Chairman Reed E. Hundt. fax: 202-418-2801
Commissioner James II. QueUo, fax: 202-418-2002
Commissioner Andrew C. Derrett. fax: 202-418-280a...
Commiaaloner Ilachelle Chong, fax: 202-418·2820 HEcE".11:0
Commissioner Susan Ness, fax: 202-418-2821 "-

NOV 20r4&\o.1lllS'Stuart Reid '7;'" ,
~ ""-r,' ~.~",

801-2J10-1167 ~~;;~~4J~~S;Jr:
~'J~

3 (including this page)

The attached Is the requested position of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
relative to future programming.
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lU:~~ E. HWldl.
Chairman
Federa1 Communic.ations <.:ommission
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20554

De.ar Mr. Hundt:
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We express strong support for e~nt federal. Communications Commission
efforts to improve broadcast and oablc te:lc\'i~iUIl PfU~l~ fUf children iWU fw.llili~.

Our rn~clive auxiliary orpnizations ofThe Church ofJesus Christ ofLatter-day Saints,
represent more than 3.7 mfl1fon women, S44,OOO YOllne womm, ,,~s 17. to 1X, lUlet more
than one million children younger than 12 years ofage. We also are mothers and
grandmothers.

Parental responsibility is the most effective force: ill guiiliu¥ lbc lclcvi~iULl vicwill¥
ufchildrtm. Nevertheless. parents need help in safeauardlni their children ttom
inappropriate and d~mlctive t.elm~ion progt'Rmming. Th~ FCC should provide strict
enietr.linp.s to the cable and television industry that promote decency and establish high
quality television for children.

We support FCC limitations 011 programming lhill iucluUQ viul~llcc1 profiwilY~

~"11J.ut:n~s. and immorality. The desensitizing effect ofsuch programming is of great
concern to us. Ridicule of f.amily relationships, sc..hools, and religions should not be
tolerated. 'these destructive portrayals undennine in subtle and powerful ways the most
important foundations ofour society.


